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News!
USED BOOK 
SALE  
The Friends of Hackley Li-
brary Annual Used Book Sale 
will be Friday and Saturday 
April 12 and 13, plus Sunday 
afternoon April 14.  Thou-
sands of donated used books 
(and other media too) will be 
available at great low prices 
at the Walker Arena Annex.   
Members of the Friends of 
the Library are invited to a 
members only pre-sale on 
Thursday, April 11 from 5:00 
to 7:00.  Memberships start 
at only $25 per year.  Pick 
up a Friends membership 
envelope next time you’re 
at the library, or join at the 
door on April 11.  You’ll be 
glad you’re part of a great 
group of readers, supporting 
a community landmark.

Starting in early April, right after the busy 
Spring Break week, the renovation and repair 
work planned for the main floor and the base-
ment of the Hackley Library will get underway.   
Construction progress will be updated on the library’s 
website, Facebook page and this Calendar of Events  
published on the last Thursday of every month as a 
Chronicle insert.
Need a speaker for your group?  Library director 
Marty Ferriby is happy to make a short presentation on the 
renovation of our popular and historic facility.

Good News! 
Main Floor -- Much needed and often requested replace-
ment lighting will make it easier to read, and the walls will 
be painted lighter colors to help with visibility issues too.  
Wiring will be replaced and technology upgraded to higher 
speeds.  To make getting help and services easier for library 
users, the circulation desk will be moved and reconfigured 
with a lower counter for those using wheel chairs, the refer-
ence desk will be reconfigured, and the technology help 
desk will be moved into the computer room.  A small teen 
area will be added and the technology area reconfigured to 
make it easier to use and more comfortable.
Basement --  The 1930’s restrooms will be completely 
gutted and rebuilt with new pipes, new floors, new parti-
tions, and improved ventilation.  Both rest rooms will offer 
handicapped access - no keys or cumbersome doors to 
wrestle with -- and baby changing stations.  An emergency 
exit from the basement meeting area will be also be added, 
and the staff  rest room will be replaced.
Stairs -- the walls on the tower stairs will be repainted and 
the much-requested stars will be restored to the blue “sky” 
at the top of the tower.  Lighting will be improved for safer 
travel.

Children’s Department -- The early 20th century rest 
room will also be completely rebuilt, making it accessible 
to all library users for the first time and eliminating the 
stairway hazard.  A baby changing station will be added.   
Most of the children’s department work took place in 2012.

Bad News! 
Unfortunately, the bids for the Library renovation and 
repair work came in higher than anticipated so some things 
that were planned won’t be done until more funds are 
raised. 
The emergency exit from the second and first floors will 
not be added nor will a badly needed workroom for the 
circulation department.  The meeting rooms will not be 
renovated.  Ceilings in the basement will not be improved 
because the steam pipes are still needed. 

Future Preparation -- You don’t have to be a librarian 
to know that heating, cooling and ventilation are huge 
problems at the Hackley Library.  It really does get to 95 
degrees inside the building in the summer, and sometimes 
it really is necessary to open some windows in the winter 
due to “hot spots.“  Although bids for replacement of the 
heating system plus adding air conditioning and ventilation 
were far lower than anticipated, the funds to do that work 
just aren’t available now. Building electrical services will not 
be upgraded nor other preparation work done this year.

Sad News 
DeeAnna Wypa, main floor circulation clerk, died in late 
February.  She is missed terribly.  Barbara Krueger, the 
stained glass artist who created the “Dyed in the Wool” 
stained glass work in memory of librarian Ruth Kirkland, 
has been contacted about creating a new piece in memory 
of Dee to be hung behind the new circulation desk.   
Memorials contributions may be sent to the library at 316 
W. Webster Ave., Muskegon 49440.  


