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Scientist George Mercer Dawson once 
said  that  “a  great  library  contains  the 
diary of the human race.” tCPL expertly 
showcased that greatness recently with 
a  moving  and  thought-provoking  ex-
hibit and community conversation about 
homelessness.

through  an  ever-growing  com-
mitment  to  community  collaboration, 
tCPL  welcomed  partnerships  with 
the american red Cross of ithaca and 
tompkins  County,  the  City  of  ithaca 
and Veteran’s Sanctuary to present “the 
homeless and indigent:  Causes, effects 
and Solutions:  a Panel Discussion and 
Community Conversation.”

Featuring  representatives  from  the 
partnering  agencies—City  of  ithaca 
Mayor Svante Myrick, red Cross home-
less Services Director John Ward, Vet-
eran’s  Sanctuary  Coordinator  Jennifer 
Pacanowski—as well as Jungle resident 
Joe Lotito and tompkins County Poet 
Laureate Gail holst-Warhaft, the april 
5 panel shed light on the often hidden 
and unspoken epidemic of homelessness 
in  tompkins  County  and  highlighted 
the themes represented in curator benn 
Nadelman’s Library exhibit  Perspectives 
on Homelessness and the Indigent: An 
Exhibit of Art and Poetry.

Panelists (l to r) Anne Rhodes, Svante Myrick, John Ward, Joe Lotito, Gail Holst-Warhaft, Jennifer Pacanowski

Nadelman’s  exhibit  features  the 
work of 41 visual artists and poets and 
includes works from creative profession-
als,  service  providers  to  the  homeless 
and indigent and members of the local 
homeless and indigent communities.

Library  Director  Susan  Currie 
ap plaud ed  Nadelman’s  vision  for  the 
exhibit and said the Library is a natural 
place to display works and initiate con-
versations about important issues.

“We give everyone a place to find re-
sources to improve their lives and to find 

quiet contemplative spaces. through this 
very  special  art  exhibit,  we  have  been 
able  to  offer  more  than  the  standard 
library  experience,”  Currie  said.  “We 
have afforded some of our patrons with 
and without homes the ability to display 
the fruits of their creativity and become 
a vehicle for bringing dignity to every-
one—we recognize their individualism, 
their dreams and hopes.” 

Moderated  by  arts  educator  and 
facilitator anne rhodes, the panel shed 
light on issues such as “houselessness” 
and the unique experiences of tompkins 
County’s homeless.

Currie said tCPL will continue to 
work with  local organizations  to offer 
programs  relevant  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  county—even  when 
they aren’t pleasant or easy.

“the  Library  is  a  safe  place,  free 
and open to anyone who cares to come 
through our doors. it should also be the 
place  where  the  community  can  learn 
some of the more uncomfortable truths 
about the place we live and work.”

Patrons, volunteers and TCPL staff bid a fond farewell 
to longtime Youth Services Department Head Bonnie 
Wojnowski in February. Bonnie brought years of school 
library experience with her when she joined the TCPL 
team nearly a decade ago, and she used that experi-
ence to forge lasting relationships with many of her 
young patrons. Bonnie ably led the Youth Services 
team with compassion, enthusiasm and dedication, 
and will surely be missed by staff and patrons alike. An 
avid birder, Bonnie plans to spend her retirement on 
birding adventures and making jewelry—and of course, 
regularly visiting the Library as a patron.
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Friends oF the Library

behind the scenes with book sale Volunteers
Dedicated is the best word to describe 
Friends of the Library volunteers. they 
make the semi-annual book sales hap-
pen. Larry Jensen and Marty Ginsburg 
are  representative  of  the  many  people 
who volunteer at the sale. Larry, a sci-fi 
enthusiast and an engineer by training, 
has attended sales for three decades and 
has been the category sorter for science 
fiction  and  fantasy  for  more  than  20 
years. Marty, however, is a relative new-
comer. he’s a retired internist who has 
lived in ithaca for three years, which is 
how long he’s volunteered at the book 
sale.  Marty  sorts  music  not  medicine, 
saying “Medicine is my profession; mu-
sic is my passion. this is a great way to 
indulge my passion.” For a  recent  sale 
154 volunteers spent 9,200 hours sort-
ing almost 250,000 items.

The Wonder of Category Sorting 
the hallmark of the Friends book sale 
is category sorting. Volunteers separate 
and  alphabetize  the  books  to  make  it 
as easy as possible for customers to find 
what  they’re  looking  for.  the  sale’s 

popularity and success is primarily due 
to the hard work of these book-loving, 
detail-oriented volunteers. 

Donations  are  initially  sorted  into 
90+ broad subject categories, then de-
livered to the appropriate category sort-
ers who fine-sort and shelve everything 
into  subcategories.  twentieth-century 
fiction,  for  example,  is  separated  into 
hardcover, mass-market paperback, and 
trade paperback, and each subsection is 
shelved alphabetically by author. Nearby 
shelves contain sections devoted to pre-
20th-century fiction, romance,  science 

The spring 2012 sale opens May 5 and runs 
three long weekends, ending May 22. (See 
sidebar for complete dates and times.) Beryl 
Barr heads up the sale for the third time. As 
someone with insight into the entire opera-
tion, Beryl was glad to share with shoppers 
her view of spring sale highlights:

The Specials Room—where rare, vintage 
and unique items are sold—will operate on 
a limited schedule, so check the website 
(www.booksale.org) for hours and high-
lights.

Opening day top price remains at $4.50, 
excluding Specials.

Category locations have been fine 
tuned, so be sure to check an updated map 
online or pick up a printed copy as you enter 
the sale. For example, field guides are now 

located around the corner from their old site.
DVD theft has cut into profitability. At 

the upcoming sale, cases are on the shelves; 
discs can be claimed in the cashier area.

The Travel category has a larger inven-
tory than usual; Architecture has many 
books by and about Frank Lloyd Wright, as 
does Specials; Specials also has an unusu-
ally large selection of books about birds; 
Children’s has more foreign language books 
than ever before, which will be of interest to 
native speakers as well as adults learning 
a language.

Senior Day is just that—for shoppers age 
60 and over. Younger companions must wait 
for seniors out of the sale area.

If you don’t find what you’re looking for, 
it may still be available. Ask for location sug-
gestions at the information booth or inquire 
of any volunteer.

Spring Sale Opens May 5

fiction  and  fantasy,  mysteries,  horror 
and occult, western, and military fiction.

Your Time Equals Support for the Library
Volunteers are needed throughout  the 
year,  not  just  during  the  sale.  Many 
different jobs are available, and not all 
include sorting books. Volunteers pick 
up  materials  from  generous  donors 
throughout the county. they do this as 
needed and at a time convenient to the 
volunteer.

if you have been casting about  for 
a volunteer opportunity, consider join-
ing the Friends and getting involved in 
the book sale. it’s satisfying, the hours 
are  flexible,  training  is  available,  and 
an extraordinary group of Friends will 
welcome you.

2012 Spring Book Sale
May 5–7, 12–14, 19–22

All “new” stock
250,000+ selections to choose from

Opening day top price remains $4.50, 
excluding Specials

SALE HOURS

First day: 8 am–8 pm

Other days: 10 am–8 pm

Senior day (May 16): 10 am–2 pm

Last day (bag day): noon–8 pm
509 Esty Street, Ithaca, New York

Phone: 607-272-0412
Email: info@booksale.org

Website: www.booksale.org

You’re Invited to a Novel Party!
Watch for news about a special anniversary 
party the Friends of the Library are planning 
for the community. It will be held in June at 
the book sale warehouse on Esty Street in 
Ithaca. Details will be posted on our website: 
www.booksale.org.
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Support Tompkins County Public Library with a gift to the Library Foundation

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State_ ____________ _ Zip_ _______________

Day_Phone____________________________________ _ Email_______________________________________________

__My_check_in_the_amount_of_$_____________is_enclosed,_made_payable_to_TCPL_Foundation

__Please_charge_$_____________to_my____VISA____MC____Amex____(circle_one)

Account_#__________________________________________________________________ Exp.____________________

_ I_would_like_to_make_a_gift_in_Honor_or_Memory_of_the_following_person(s)_or_occasion.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ Please_contact_me_about_making_a_gift_of_stock.

_ My_company_will_match_my_gift.

Company_Name______________________________________________________________________________________

There are numerous ways to give:

•_ Gifts_of_cash,_check,_or_credit_card

•_ Gifts_of_securities

•_ Gifts_of_real_estate

•_ Memorial_or_honor_gifts

•_ Gifts-in-kind

•_ Corporate_matching_gifts

•_ Corporate_sponsorships

•_ Endowed_operating_support

•_ Gifts_of_life_insurance

•_ Retirement_plan_gifts

•_ Retained_life_estate

•_ Bequests_by_will_or_living_trust

•_ Life_income_gifts

•_ Charitable_lead_trust

•_ Naming_opportunities

•_ Endowed_book_or_program_funds

Please mail this form and gift to:
Tompkins County Public Library 
Foundation
101 East Green St., Ithaca, NY 14850

Thank you!

Become a Member of the Friends of the Library

Please mail this form and gift to:
Friends of the Library 
509 Esty St., Ithaca, NY 14850

Thank you!

Gifts made to the Foundation in mem-
ory  or  in  honor  of  special  people  or 
notable events are  lasting tributes  that 
benefit  others.  Memorial  gifts  can  be 
a chance to reflect on lifelong interests 
and share a life’s passion with others. For 
instance, friends of Clara Golay-bradford 
used the occasion of her passing to re-
member Clara’s affection for and lifelong 
use of  libraries. honor gifts  provide  a 

honor and Memorial Gifts Serve as Lasting tributes
creative means for donors to recognize 
special  occasions  and  relationships.  a 
special  treat  for  library  director  Susan 
Currie, several gifts made in her honor 
recognize her enthusiasm and talent for 
making this public library a well-loved 
community  space. One couple made a 
gift  in  honor  of  their  daughter’s  first 
birthday. a family said “thank you” to 
their children’s teachers. 

  in  total,  from  July  2011  through 
March  2012,  56  people  were  remem-
bered  or  honored  with  gifts  to  the 
tompkins County Public Library. One 
donor said it best, “i can give my friend 
a book for her birthday, and she’ll read 
it once, or i can give a gift to the tCPL 
in her honor and hundreds of people can 
enjoy a book or other program. i’d much 
rather give a gift that keeps on giving.”

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________ State_ ____________ _ Zip_ _______________

__My_check_in_the_amount_of_$_____________is_enclosed,_made_payable_to_Friends_of_the_Library

__Please_charge_$_____________to_my____VISA____MC____Amex____(circle_one)

Account_#__________________________________________________________________ Exp.____________________

Day_Phone______________________________

Email_ ________________________________

__Individual_($10)_ __Family_($25)
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For information about Library programs, exhibits and special events or to access your account, visit http://tcpl.org

The_Library_is_a_founding_member_of_
the_Discovery_Trail._For_further_infor-
mation_visit_www.discoverytrail.com

Literacy Starts at the Library

▲ In 2011, the Youth Services Department at Tompkins County Public 
Library offered 337 educational and literacy programs to young adults 
and children. The strength of TCPL’s community connections makes 
this level of programming possible. Pictured here, Brigid Hubberman, 
Executive Director of the Family Reading Partnership, smiles alongside 
Youth Services library assistant Kelly Doolittle. 

▲ At TCPL, children of all ages enjoy a
diverse and exciting collection both new and classic. 
Grab a stack of whatever strikes your fancy, or ask a 
librarian for a great pick, find a comfortable chair and 
discover the joy of reading and lifelong learning. 

▲ Encouraging a culture of lifelong library-going and 
love of reading among children and families is an 
essential part of the day-to-day activities of Youth 
Services librarian Sarah O’Shea. Sarah is seen here 
with kindergarteners who are visiting the library 
as part of “Kids Discover the Trail,” a collaboration 
between TCPL, IPEI and the Ithaca City School 
District. TCPL also welcomes the kindergarteners 
from the Trumansburg School District as part of 
“Kids Discover and Explore.”


